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Aerial photography made its first appearance 160 years ago, forever changing
how we see our world. In order to change our perspective, however, someone
had to be daring enough to combine photography and flight. The credit goes
to a French photographer and balloonist, Gaspar Felix Tournachon, known as
"Nadar". In 1858 he took a photograph of the French village of Petit-Becetre
from a tethered hot-air balloon, 80 meters above the ground. The mid-19th
century photography process for fixing images was rather complicated, so
Nadar needed to carry a complete darkroom in his balloon’s basket to make it
work. Unfortunately, Nadar's earliest photographs no longer survive, so the
oldest known aerial photograph is James Wallace Black's image of Boston from
a hot-air balloon, taken in 1860.

Boston taken at 1200 feet, 1860.

With the introduction of powered flight thanks to the Wright Brothers, aerial
photography expanded tremendously throughout the 1900s. Innovations in

flight and photography were accelerated by military needs, particularly during
World War I and II. By World War II wartime aerial images and video became
commonplace in newspapers, magazines and movie theater newsreels on the
home front. Following the end of the war, the aerial camera was turned to nonmilitary purposes so that by the 1950s commercial aerial images become
widely available. The following are aerial images taken of Kennebunk from
the early to mid 20th century.

Kennebunk looking west, High Street and Cat Mousam Rd. C.1930

Kennebunk, c. 1930. Looking from Wallingford Hall across Route 1 with the Swan Street School in far
right of the photo.

Kennebunk, Main Street, 1969

Kennebunk Beaches, c.1940s

Kennebunk Lower Village, c.1955

Lower Village and Kennebunkport, Dock Square, c.1925

Will you help preserve these collections into the future?
Here's how you can help:
$5 will scan 5 archival images
$10 will purchase one acid-free box for artifact storage
$25 fuels the purchase of a new Digital Video Camera (to capture oral
histories and video from our community members today)
$50 supports young people (college and graduate students) in "Small
Museums 101" internships at the Museum to inspire new museum
professionals working to save the future of history
$100 supports conservation projects (i.e. cold storage for film reels, and
microfilm newspapers; wood conservation for the meetinghouse
weathervane; and digital storage of archives)
All of these are required to save history for our future. Will you pitch in today?

DONATE TODAY
The "Donate" link above will take you to the Museum's Network for Good processing page. Please use
the "Designation" line to describe what you'd like your funds to support (or leave it blank to apply it to
where it's most needed).
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